
AGENDA 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

MEETING 
CITY OF FERRIS 

A GENERAL LAW MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF THE 
STATE OF TEXAS, ELLIS COUNTY 

AT THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

215 W. SIXTH STREET, FERRIS, TEXAS 75125 
6:00 P.M. THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2014 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION OF 
THE CITY OF FERRIS WILL MEET IN REGULAR SESSION AT 6:00 P.M. ON THE 
25TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2014 AT THEIR REGULAR MEETING PLACE AT 215 
W. SIXTH STREET, FERRIS, TEXAS FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING: 

INVOCATION 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

COMMISSION BUSINESS 

1. Call to order. 	 0 

2. Roll call to determine the presence of a quorum. 	 1 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

3. Consider approval of meeting minutes for the Planning and Zoning 
meeting of July 24, 2014. 	 2 
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NEW BUSINESS 

4. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate 
regarding the approval of a waiver to Article 10.200 Section 10.202(h) 
and 10.400 "Sidewalks" of the Ferris Subdivision Ordinance to waive 
the requirement of a sidewalk parallel to North Central Street 
adjacent to new construction located at 208 N. Central Street. 	 4 

CLOSING  

5. Adjourn. 	 0 

Executive Session Reservation  

The Planning and Zoning Commission reserve the right to convene into an 
Executive Session (closed to the public) as authorized by Section 551.071(2) of 
the TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE, for the purpose of seeking confidential legal 
advice from the City Attorney on any agenda item listed herein. 

Disability Assistance and Accommodation 

Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who may need 
assistance should contact the City Secretary at (972) 544-2110 two working days 
prior to the meeting so that appropriate arrangements can be made. 

I, DESTINY LUSK WRIGHT, HEREBY 
CERTIFY THE FOREGOING NOTICE 
WAS POSTED ON OR BEFORE THE 
19TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2014 BY 5 
P.M. 

DESTINY LUSK WRIGHT 
CITY SECRETARY 
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Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep
Place Name Title 25 23 22 26 26 23 28 25 23 27 24
Place 1 Jim Kay Commissioner
Place 2 Rudy Amor Commissioner
Place 3 Bill Malloy Commissioner
Place 4 vacant Commissioner
Place 5 Charlie Hatfield Commissioner
Place 6 Christi Farish Commissioner
Place 7 Rick Barrett Commissioner

Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep
Title 25 23 22 26 26 23 28 25 23 27 24

City Manager
City Secretary

Building Official

  Chairman- "Will the Secretary please call the roll." P
      The Secretary calls each member's position and name. A
      They respond if they are present. R
  Secretary- "A quorum is present." D

E
Deceased

End of Term

Dennis Burn

City Staff
Name

Destiny Wright

      Total Present:

Present
Absent

Bill Jordan

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

MEETING ATTENDANCE RECORD
2014-2015

Resigned

A quorum of the commission is 4 members.

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

Total Present:

1
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STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF ELLIS 
 
 
 
THE FERRIS PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MET IN A 
REGULAR SESSION, JULY 24, 2014 AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED AT 215 W. SIXTH STREET, 
FERRIS, TEXAS. 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT                                STAFF PRESENT 
Jim Kay, Place 1 Dennis Burn, City Manager 
Rudy Amor, Place 2 Destiny Wright, City Secretary 
Bill Malloy, Place 3 Bill Jordan, Chief Building Official 
Charles Hatfield, Place 5 
Richard Barrett, Place 7 
 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT                                   STAFF ABSENT 
Christi Farish, Place 6 
 
 
 

COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 
1. Call to Order.  
 
 Jim Kay called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
 
2. Roll Call to determine the presence of a quorum. 
 

The roll was called and a quorum was determined to be present.  City Secretary 
Wright informed the commission that David Sacha, Place 4, has resigned his 
position. 

 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
3. Consider approval of the meeting minutes for the Planning and Zoning 

meetings of August 22, 2013 and September 16, 2013. 
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 Charles Hatfield moved to approve the meeting minutes for the Planning and 
Zoning meetings of August 22, 2013 and September 16, 2013.  Seconded by Rudy 
Amor.  For: Unanimous.  The motion carried 5-0-0. 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
4. Discussion, consideration, and action as may be appropriate regarding the 

recommendation to the Ferris City Council of the amendment to Division 
185-Section 1 and Division 190 of the current Zoning Ordinance (Ordinance 
O-12-743) to change the regulations for Message Board Signs. 

 
 Rudy Amor moved to recommend the amendment as presented with the following 

change made by the Planning and Zoning Commission members: 
 
 Division 185-Section 1. Last sentence of Restriction “M” to be changed from: 
 “If in the opinion of the Chief Building Official a message board sign constitutes 

a distraction to traffic, he shall order the sign be dimmed or otherwise altered 
regardless of the foot-candle reading.” 

 
Division 185-Section 1. Last sentence of Restriction “M” to be changed to: 

 “If a message board sign constitutes a distraction to traffic based on evidence or 
complaints, the Chief Building Official shall review if the sign shall be dimmed or 
otherwise altered and provide for appropriate remedy.” 
 
Seconded by Charles Hatfield.  For: Unanimous.  The motion carried 5-0-0. 

 
 

 CLOSING 
 
 
5. Adjourn. 
 
 With no further business to come before the commission, Jim Kay adjourned the 

meeting at 6:42 P.M. 
 
 
 

APPROVED THIS THE 25TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2014. 
 

 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________________ ______________________________ 
Dennis Burn Jim Kay 
City Manager Chair 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 9-25-2014 
FROM: Chief Building Official, Bill Jordan 
TO:  Planning & Zoning Commission 
 
SUBJECT:  Consideration of approving a waiver of Article 10.200 Section 10.202(h), and 
10.400 “Sidewalks”, of the Ferris Subdivision Ordinance to waive the requirement of a 
sidewalk parallel to N. Central St. and adjacent to new construction located at Lot: East 
85 feet of 3 & All 4-5, Block 15, O. T. Ferris-Revised more commonly known as 208 N. 
Central St., Ferris, Texas.  
 
SUMMARY:   
 
Reference: Article 10.200 Section 10.202(h) and 10.400 of the Ferris Subdivision 
Ordinance regulates where and when sidewalks must be constructed, and their minimum 
construction methods. 
 
Background: The Ferris Subdivision Ordinance requires all new commercial construction 
on a vacant lot to include sidewalks along the property line abutting the frontage; and if a 
corner lot, both frontages.  The property at 208 N. Central St. meets this criteria as it is 
new commercial construction on a vacant lot and has two frontages; one on N. Central 
St. and one on E. 3rd St.   
 
The construction of the sidewalk along the N. Central St. side of the property has been 
difficult because of a large drainage ditch running between the roadway the property line.  
To assist in facilitating the sidewalk’s construction, staff approved the sidewalk to be built 
along the roadway as there was no room in the prescribed location along the property line 
due to the draining ditch.  This approval was contingent upon approval from TXDOT as 
N. Central St. is a TXDOT maintained highway. The contractor, Kelley Harris, submitted 
an approval request to TXDOT, however, TXDOT rejected the proposal and 
recommended improving the drainage with culverts, filling the ditch, and constructing the 
sidewalk in the original prescribed location. 
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Mr. Harris, communicated that the TXDOT requirements were cost prohibitive and wanted 
to seek a waiver to the sidewalk requirement along N. Central St.          
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT:  N/A 
 
SUPPORTING MATERIALS: 
  

 Application Packet  
o Application Form 
o Site Plans 
o TXDOT’s rejection letter 
o Article 10.200 Section 10.202(h) of the Ferris Subdivision Ordinance 
o Article 10.400 “Sidewalks” of the Ferris Subdivision Ordinance 

 Photos of sidewalk/drainage ditch area.  
 Section 10.132 “Waivers from Subdivision Standards and Design Standards” of 

the Ferris Subdivision Ordinance  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Sidewalks along a major thoroughfare are required.  Most other 
improved commercial properties along this corridor have, at a minimum, a level walking 
surface that is outside the travel lanes. 
 
Alternatively, the plans were initially approved without the addition of sidewalks.  While 
the omission was corrected before construction began, staff understands that 
improvement and reconstruction of the storm water system adjacent to the property adds 
a sizeable sum to the project that was not initially accounted for.   
 
There are properties in Ferris that were not required to install a sidewalk along TXDOT 
frontage.  Staff recommends that a waiver be granted and that no sidewalk along TXDOT 
frontage be required.                  
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Secretary
Typewriter
Article 10.200, Section 10.202
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